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Environmental Footprint Initiative: Why?



Environmental Footprint (EF): How?

16 impact categories Impacts of the same 

category are summed up 

along the life cycle  

Impacts categories are 

combined

- Common method for environmental performance 

of products (PEF) and organisations (OEF) on EU 

market

Life cycle based, comprehensive environmental 

impact coverage

• Pilot Phase (2013-2018):

• 21 PEFCR/OEFSRs developed, EF 

method advanced and field tested, 

communication vehicles, ...

• 280 organisations involved (industry 

associations, OEMs, key NGOs)

• ~3.000 stakeholders involved

• Transition Phase (on-going)

• Further EF testing, develop further PEFCRs, 

EF method improvement, EU policy 

development















The EU policy dimension
 Council Conclusions – 10/2019

Welcomes all initiatives to support the communication of environmental impacts based on the 

Environmental Footprint pilot and in time eventually the establishment of a mandatory scheme for 

environmental claims

 European Green Deal – 12/2019

Reliable, comparable and verifiable information also plays an important part in enabling buyers to make 

more sustainable decisions and reduces the risk of ‘green washing’

 Circular Economy Action Plan – 3/2020 

The Commission will propose that companies substantiate their environmental claims using Product and 

Organisation Environmental Footprint methods

 Commission Recommendation – 12/2021

Updated recommendation to the EU Member States and updated EF Methods

 Taxonomy Regulation (on the definition and carbon footprint thresholds for sustainable companies) and 
Green Consumption Pledge

 Ongoing EU policy developments, considering EF methods to be applied: Green Claims Initiative, 
Ecodesign for sustainable products, Batteries Regulation, etc



Thanks for your attention


